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The HISTORY of the SECOND USHER. 
ACOMIC TALE. 


{From the Adventures of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, by 
James White, Efq. Author of Earl Strongbow, &c.] 


(Continued from Page 162, and concluded.) 


Will not enter intoa detail of the rejoicings which followed 
the repaft. [tis fufficient to inform you, that even the centi- 
nels who guarded the boundaries of our abode were partakers in 
this mighty caroufal. And now night had obfcured the heavens, 
and Geoffrey Chaucer, mindful of the important part which he 
had undertaken to act, left the pavilion unperceived. In what 
manncr he proceeded I will relate to you in his own words, as“ 
he hiinielf defcribed it when we had accomplithed our deliverance. 
“ J difguifed mylelf, (faid he) in the habit of a minftrel, and, 
with my harpin my hand, explored that part of the foreft where 
the centinels were poited. I found them fitting beneath the 
trecs, accompanied by thofe damfels who were daily employed in 
beguiling the unwary paffengers. At the appearance of a 
minftrel they fent forth a fhout of joy: They obliged me to fit 
down amongft them, and to give afample of myart. I played to 
their fatisfaction ; they eat, and drank, and mademerry. My 
chief end being to obtain {ome of that foporiferous liquor, I be- 
thought meof enticing one of the damfels to difcever it tome. 
Vor. XVI. 396. Es As 














170 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
As for ry ae the delightful, fhe was dead drunk ; but Ethe- 


linda of the pleajant eyes, who was only tipfey, threw her arms 

about my sill and in a whifper fwore that I fhould have as much 

of itasI could fwallow. We ftole away from our companions ; 
fhe led me through many intricate and thorny paths, which ter- 
minated.at a little mount environed thick with trees. Here, hay- 
ing lifted up a trap-docr, fhe defcended a flight of tteps, and bade 
me follow her. I did fo. We entered a Ipacious vault, where 
feveral jars were rangedin no unfeemly order. “This, faid Ethe- 
linda, isthe liquor “which you - ire ; here is a pitcher, fill it 
and drink. Idrew off fome of ¢ liquor, and pretended to 
quaff; therm filed the pitcher to the brim. This done, we af- 
cended, and rejoined our companions, who were indulging in 
jollity unreftr Sak 

I watched my opportunity to mingle with their beverage a por- 
tion of the fleep-creatii ng draught. Its operation was fure and 
effectual. For, ina little time, the caitiffs were ftretched power- 
lefs on the grafs. [then feized their arms, which confifted of 
lances, faulchions, battle-axes, and partifans; thefe, with their 
targets, I curried to the neighbouring thicket, which my Lord, 
the Price of Wales, had appointed fcr the place of rendez- 
vous.” 

Being,.to our great. delight, onee mere poftefied of arms, we 
fallied forth from our place of concealment. Our numbers were 
not weak, For, befides our own party, many Knights, who had 
aiveed dy bee 1 Mm: de privy to the defign, now joined us with ala- 
crity. Headed by the binck Prince, we marched to the pavilion, 

~ where mcipewrty 4 and his followers were itill occupied with their 

~caroufals. ‘To prevent any ftruggle that might prove fatal to the 
unarmed, we had previoufly conveyed from the pavilion fuch wea- 
sree as the caitiffs were accuitomed tobring thither. We then 
with a mi ehty fhout, that was re-echoed through the forcft, cried 
out “ 1 ‘berty | ~~ ‘The Duke of Gloucefter and Owen Glen- 
dower, by direction of the Black Prince, enter the grand hall, 
and feize the perfon of the patriarch, ‘The robbers cry, “ tc 














arms.”” 

And ‘now a grievous confict had enfued, were it not for our 
precaution ° of fecurit ig the weapons of thefe mifcreants. Ray- 
mond, mute with aftonifiiment and difmay, furrenders without 


retiftance tothe Duke an 1 Owen Glendower. His followers, 
having fearched in vain for their weapans, are ftruck with con- 


iternation, and apply for mercy Where ‘upon the Prince of 
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Wales, having firt commanded filence, thus addreffed the Knights 
and others now reftored to freedom: “ Atlength, noble ftran- 
gers, bya fortunate act of policy, wehave fhaken off the yoke. 
Ye are ‘now free to go whitherfoever your occafions call ye. As 
for you, caitiffs, did ye imagine that knightly and-heroick fouls 
would long brook the audacity of your felonious domination ? 
Luxurious outlaws! your merry kingdom is nomore. Juftice 
already lifts the {word of retribution, threatening your forfeit 
heads. Neverthelefs, as your iniquities are not marked with 
blood; as craft, not murder, hath been the inftrument of your 
tyranny, I myfelf will interpofe for the falvation of your lives, 
and foothe the offended majeity of my King and father, This 
for the vulgar herd. But what fhall be faid for you, Raymond, 
the late dictator of this virtuous community? You have not 
ignorance and low degree to plead. Born of an auguit houfe, 
nurfed in the lap of fcience, a feverer doom fhould, in ttrictnefs of 
equity, await you. Yet here again will I become an advocate ; 
your courtefy to your captives, and your eftablithing, like another 
Romulus, good order in aden of thieves, fhall be contrafted, as 
rays of light, to the dark fhades of your depravity, and fhelter your 
grey head from the hand of the executioner.” 

He ceafed, andthe repentant patriarch, melting into tears, re- 
turned thanks to the Prince of Wales for this inflance of his cle- 
mency. 

And now the glowing Orient fummoned us to the field, and 
the ruiticks who dwelt near the out-ikirts of the foreit, informed 
of the change of things, flocked in crowds to the pavilion. ‘The 
aged Raymond and his aflociates were fent, under a guard of 
peaiants armed with their implements of hufbandry, to the neareft 
prifon, in order toundergo the animadverfion of thelaw. The 
foreft {oon after was deftroyed, by command of my royal father ; 
it having ferved as a receptacle for robbers and outlaws. Lately, 
in travelling that way, | beheld the campos ubi Troja fuit, and 
fighed to think how few of all thofe of either fex, who were there 
ailembled, various of condition, chara&er, and occupation, are 
now exifling, or, if yet upon the face of the earth, how altered 
they needs muft be from what they were at that diftant period 5 
thar peculiarities and follies palt away, as a dream, and their very 
Vauity worn out in the progreilion of time. 

_ But to returntoour company, The men were fincerely re- 

Joiced to regain their liberty : “Che Ladies, though they affected 

tv bejoyiul, yet could not conceal from an obferving eye, that ia 
Y 2 their 
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their hearts they regretted the revelry which had flourithed at the 
pavilion, and lamented the dethronement of their friend the 
patriarch. At length a grand feparation fucceeded, Some re- 
folved on following us to the tournament of Carnarvon, amongft 
whom were Sir Humphrey de Waverley, and Sir Hubert. Friar 
Matthew: took leave of ‘us in the pureft language; Sir Marma- 
duke and the {quire efcorted the Lady Hermundura to the frontiers 
of her eftate, and the Ladies Philippa and Florinda, and the bold 
Jittle girl, departed with their refpective ufhers to the caftles of 
their weeping families. Thus ended the ufurpation of Raymond 
of the bufhy beard, of whofe adventures previous to his aflumption 
of authority over unfortunate captives we intend fhortly to give 
an account, 





INTERESTING TRIALS, 
COURT of KING’s BENCH, Tuurspay, June 24. 


WELLBELOVED v, RICHARDSON, on a Wager, 


' HE defendant laid a bet of rol. that he would run with the 
plaintiff’s mare, and would beat her. The plaintiff laid 
19]. that the defendant could not. 

The Counfel for plaintiff contended, that this was not a wager 
within the ftatute ; and was a legal tranfaction, 

Lord Kenyon faid, the ftatute had not the exprefs words of 
horfe-racing, or racing ; the ftatute prohibited gaming ; andit 
was by conttruction that it was extended to horfe-races. 

The Counfel for plaintiff obferved, that neither horfe-races 
nor foot-races were mentioned in the ftatute, and this was the 
cafe of aman running againtt a horfe, 

Lord Kenyon obferved, that altho’ it was an amphibious wa- 
ger, yet it fell within the ftatute, Ithad been decided in that 
court, by Mr, Juftice Fofter,'in the cafe of a man running 
againft time, who held this to bea wager contrary tolaw. The 
plaintiff hada right to recover back his own rol, and no more, 
V crdi&t for plaintiff rol, 





MoLEswortTHh verfus TENNANY, 
J 


THE plaintiff was a black Caffre, 2 native of Madagafcar, 
whom his mafter, Mr, Tennant, the defendant, had purchafed in 
the 











ied at the 
iend the 
Some re- 
among ft 
. Friar 
Marma- 
frontiers 
the bold 
aftles of 
Raymond 
mption 
to give 


ith the 
fF laid 


wager 


rds of 
andit 


Traces 


as the 


; Wa 
1 that 
ming 

The ; 


nore, 


icar, 
din 


€ 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. #73 


the Eaft-Indies, while refident Surgédtt-of Bombay, and had 
educated and clothed him for feveral years ;, but had never paid 
him any wages. On their arrival in England, the plaintiff acted 
in the capacity of fervanttohis mafter; but on fome quarrel hap- 
pening between them; he quitted his fervice, and, applying to an 
attorney, was advifed to bring the prefent action to recover wages 
equivalent to the fervices he had performed. 

It was admitted on al] fides, that the moment a flave fets his 
feet on Englith ground, he inftantly becomes free, although under 
a particular agreement his mafter might continue intitled to his 
fervices without giving him the compenfation of wages; butas 
no fuch particular agreement had been made in the prefent cafe, 
the Jury gave the plaintiff a verdict, and affefled damages at the 
yate of fix guineas a year, 





ALLEN and Co. againft LivEsty, HARGRAVE, and Co. 


THIS was an action brought by: the plaintiffs as indorfecs of 
bills of exchange, amounting to near 100,000l. againft the de~ 
fendants as drawers. The circumftances of this cafe were fhortly 
thefe; The plaintiffs are bankers at Manchefter,and all the world 
have heard of the defendants. The plaintiffs were bankers to 
the defendants in the country, and trantacted a great deal of bufi- 
nefs for them in getting their bills difcounted, accepted, and paid : 
For this purpofe they were put to a great deal of trouble and ex- 
pence, by being obliged to Keep clerks, books, &c. They charged 
five {billings commiffion per cent. for their trouble onall this 
money, and the fingle queftion in the caufe was, whether this was 
ufury, or whether they were entitled to receive this quarter per 
cent. for their trouble ? 

After the caufe was fully heard on both fides, and after a num- 


.ber of excellent obfervations from Lord Kenyon to the Jury, they 


brought in a verdict for plaintiffs, fo that they confidered they had 
aright to take this commiffion, 





KING’s BENCH, Fripay, June 25. 


AN important commercial caufe occupied the attention of 
Lord Kenyon. It was anaétion brought by the Affignees of 
John Chriftian Falck, a Bankrupt, to recover from Mefirs. Bur- 
ton, 














174 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


ton, Forbes, and Gregory, refpectable merchants in the city, the 
fun of 6380]. 8s. 

Mr. Falck had beena general merchant, and carried on bufi- 
nefs to fome confiderable amount, indsed latterly, to a much 
greater extent than his capital would admit, which had often very 
much ftreightened him for want of cafh to anfwer his payments ; 
this reduced him to the neceflity of having recourfe to expedients, 
hy trying his credit. Among other articles, he fpeculated largely 
incochineal, and unwilling to expofe the merchandize toimme- 
diate fale, he applied to Meff. Burton, Forbes, and Gregory, on 
the 19th of January, 1787, offering to depofit in their warehoufes, 
50 bags of the abovementioned cochineal, on their advancing 
him for them at the rate of 12s. per pound, which amounted to 
6146]. 15s. for fix months, for which he was to allow them 
5 per cent. per annum, and 2 1-half per-cent. upon the grofs 
amount of the fale. This propofal met with the approbation of 
the Defendants, and the Plaintiff figned the agreement, delivered 
the goods, and received the money. So far the tranfactions went 
on fmoothly ; but Falck, unable to anfwer the demands of all his 

reditors, was under the neceflity, on the 16th of March, to ftop 
payment, and a commiffion of bankruptcy was awarded and iflued 
againit him. 

On examining his accounts, the Affignees obferved this 
tranfaction with the Defendants, and they directed their Solicitor 
to apply to Meflrs. Burton, and the goods were redeemed and 
delivered up to the affignees. Some little time after that, a 
tranfaction before unknown to the affignees was brought to light. 
Mr. Randall, clerk to Falck, explained to them, that on the gth 
of January, 1787, a bill of 240]. 10s. was prefented to the 
counting-houfe, and by the direction of Falck, who was then at 
home, the clerk told the Banker’s clerk, that his matter was not at 
home. ‘This Mr. Erfkine, Counfel for the Affignees, conftrued 
into an aét of infolvency, and, as being previous to the tranfaction 
with the Defendants, claimed the return of the money paid them. 
He argued with great ingenuity, that the payer of a bill was liable 
to an action, and might be compelled to find bail, if the bil] was 
not paid immediately, on its being prefented. He contended, 
that Falck’s denying himfelf.to the Banker’s clerk, was toall 
intents and purpofes committing an a¢t of infolvency, and that, 
in confequence, Meff. Burton, at all events, were compelled to 
deliver up the goods, or rather now the money they had received, 

and 
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and that they would come in for their pro-rata of the bankrupt’s 
eftate, in conjunction with the other creditors. . 

Mr. Randall, the clerk, was examined ; his evidence tended to 
prove, that Mr. Falck, on the 8th of January, exprefled grea 
uneafinefs that he fhould not be able to anfwer his payments of the 
nextday (the gth); that when the bill of 240l. ros. in queftion 
was prefented, he went up to his mafter, and afked what anfwer he 
was to give; he was directed to fay, that Mr. Falck was not at 
home. ‘The Banker’s clerk, as ufual, left the addrefs where the 
bill was, and Mr, Falck immediately went out to get money to pay 
the bill, which he got, butfcarcely intime. Randall got at the 
Banker’s, however, juft before the clock {truck five, and paid the 
bill. He was examined upon other matters, but as we have 
already ftated the cafe pretty minutely above, we fhall not notice 
his evidence any more. 

Mrs. Columbim, of Moorfields, at whofe houfe the bankrupt 
lodged, and had his country-houfe, was next examined ; but as 
her evidence (unlefs as a confirmation to the laft witnefs) was not 
particularly important, we fhall not ftate it. 

Mr. Law, Counfel forthe Defendant, replied to Mr. Erfkine, 
and attempted to fet afide all the learned Counfel’s arguments; he 
maintained, that by paying the bill by five o’clock in the evening 
the bill was regular, and as cuftom allowed three days grace on all 
bills of exchange, it was clear and evident that the payer was hable 
tono action until the third day. He adduced many other ar- 
guments in favour of his clients, but it would be leading us into 
too large a field to enter minutely into the bufinefs. The learned 
Gentleman concluded, by exhorting the Jury to confider the 
dangerous precedent they would eftablifh, by giving a verdict for 
the Plaintiff; the nature of that precedent he need not explain, 
as they, inthe capacity of commercial men, were better able go 
Judge than himfelf. 

Lord Kenyon fummed up the evidence with much clearnefs and 
perfpicuity :--he obferved, that the ftate of our Bankrupt laws 
was, in fome refpects, greatly deficient ; but that, in his opinion, 
it was clear that the payee of a bill might put off the payment 
of a bill until the evening, by faying that he was bufy, or engaged 
incompany, &c. when it was not in his power to anfwer the mo- 
ment, without committing an act of bankruptcy: But thatif a 
payee gave fuch anfwers in order to avoid the preffing importu- 
nity of his creditors, inhis opinion, it was undoubtedly an act of 
bankruptcy. The Jury, however, from the evidence, would be 
abic 
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able to judge in which predicament the bankrupt ftood. The 
next’ thing for their confideration would be, fuppofing the 
ankruptcy eftablithed, in what fituation Meff. Burton and Co, 
were to be with the Affignees ; he recommended thé Jury to con- 
fider the matter attentively, as involving a caufe of the utmoft 
importance to commerce. 
The Jury withdrew for a fhort time, and brought in their verdi@ 
for the Defendant. 





GUILDHALL LONDON. 
Before Lord Kenyon and a Special Fury. 
Baurin and Co. verfus Evms.iz. 


THIS action was brought ona policy of infurance at and from 
the Pert of Chalcur, in the province of Quebec, to the port of 
Alicant, in Spain, and from thence toLondon. ‘This policy was 
underwritten on the gth of September, 1788, for infuring the 
goods on board the fhip Nymph, Captain Harvey. 

It was ftated on the part of the Plaintiff, that this fhip, on ac- 
count of {trefs of weather, was unable to reach the place of her 
deftination, and was ftranded off Malaga. Her cargo confifted 
of falmon and cod ; partof her cargo was thrown overboard to 
prevent the fhip from finking, and part was fold at Malaga at 
public auction. He faid he fhould prove the fhip was ftranded, 
and that the lofs was owing to the voyage being put an end to by 
this accident. It was impoflible to have put thefe fifh into ano- 
ther veflel without difcharging the Underwriters ; 2s little could 
they keep this cargo till the fhip was repaired, becaufe it would 
have been perfeétly putrified before that time. On the part of 
the Plaintiffs he faid, it appeared to him to be aclear cafe of a 
total lofs,- arifing on aright to abandan, with benefit of falvage, 
to the Underwriters. 

A great number of written depofitions were produced on be- 
half of the Plaintiffs. 

The Counfel for the Defendants contended, that the Plaintiffs 
had no right to recover. He denied that there was a firanding 
within the dena fide meaning and conftruction of this contract.-- 
Iie apprehended that the ftanding, which would entitle them to a 
partiallofs; that is, to an average, for they had abandoned total 
lots, muft be occalioned by the actual perils of the oon ta 
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fhould prove by the depofition of that perfon of all others to 
whom. moft.credit ought to be given, the perfon who was a naval 
officer, and whofe bulinefs it was to obferve the ftate of veflels 
of all nations that arrived there, that. this fhip might have gone 
to Alicant. He had no intereft. upon earth in this bufinefs--the 
naval Captain faw this fhip-coming in--he faw it was her inten- 
tion to run herfelf afhore, and that he was aftonifhed at it. He 
faw no reafon for it, they never made a fignal of diftrefs ; and if 
they had they might have received affiftance in a quarter of an 
hour. They might, with the utmoft fafety, have come into the 
Mole, and there was no..good, ground for.running the fhip on 
fhore. ‘The general average was only 4 per cent. and they had 
paid into Court 12 percent. .by this they did not mean to fay 
there was a particular average;. but they did not know but that 
the general average might amount to 12 per cent. 

A number of depofitions were read, which proved this opening 
on the part of the Defendants. 

Lord Kenyon, after afull hearing on both fides, f{ummed up 
the evidence to the Jury, and Jaid before them fuch obfervations 
as were molt material for their confideration in adminiftering 
jultice between the parties. His Lordfhip obferved, that the prin- 
cipal queftion in the caufe was, whether the lofs which had been 
fultained did cr did not happen by the perils of thefea. If they 
fhould draw a conclufion unfavourable to the Captain, this caufe 
muft {top ; butif they were of opirfion there was a ftranding, 
then another’ queftion would arife refpeéting the damages ; whe- 
ther they ought to allow the average lofs which the cargo had 
fuftained before the was ftranded, or whether the damages ought 
tobe confined to the lofs that had arifen in confequence of the 
ftranding ; a policy of infurance being a commercial inftrumeut, 
it ought to be conttrued by the ufage of trade. 

‘The Jury found a verdict for the Defendants. 

Lord Kenyon aiked the jury what the ufage was with regard to 
average, when part of the lofs happened before and part after the 
ftranding--a gentleman faid he believed there was no general rule, 
though fome rule was very much wanted. 





LATELY was tried before Mr. Juftice Buller a caufe which 
exhibited a ftriking inftance of the miferable ftate of the poor 
clergy, and the want of compaflion of fome of therich. The 
action was brought by a poor Curate againft his Rector, whahas, 

Vor. XVI. 396. Z a living 














178 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


aliving of 70ol. per annum, to recover a fum of 14]. for a quar- 
ter’s falary, and alfo for wine and gin, provided by the plaintiff for 
the defendant’s accommodation. 

Mr. Mingay itated, that the plaintiff was a poor clergyman, 
who had a wife and fix children ; that he was Curate to the de. 
fendant, who was a fat lazy Rector, and had a living of ool, 
a-year in Effex. The de t performed the whole duty of 
both churches for the plaintif¥ at a falary of 40]. per annum, the 
Jatter only coming down occafionally to look at the churches, but 
never did the leaftduty. He had aMo laid out a fum of money in 
wine, gin, é&c. for the defendant to drink when he paid hima vifit, 
The plaintiff’s wifeand children being in want of, the neceflaries 
of life, he applied to the defendant paynfent of a quarter’s 
falary; which the latter refufed to pay, alleging there were a few 
days toelapfe before it became due. The whole of the moncy 
had been now due for fome time, and yet the defendant refufed to 
pay it, although he had no poffible defence to make. ‘The plain- 
tiff, Mr. Mingay faid, was not near in fo good a fituationas the 
faucy footmen who ride behind the coaches of the clergy, while 
the defendant was living in ali the pride of affluence and luxurious 
indolence in London. 

Two witticfles were called, who proved that the plaintiff per- 
formed the duty of both the churches as Curate to the defendant, 
and that a quarter’s falary was due; that when the defendant 
came to vifit his living, the plaintiff, who kept no fervant, hired 
a perfon to wait upon him, and ftirnifhed-him with the liquors 
before ftated. 

The defendant made no defence. ; 

Mr. Juftice Buller faid, this was a cate in which an application 
might very properly have been made to the Bifhop for an increafe 
of falary. He left it with the Juryto confider how much the 
plaintiff ought to be allowed for the liquors and accommodations 
provided for the defendant at the time he came to the churches, 
and advifed the fury to give the utmost farthing they thought he 
deferved. 

The Jury gave the plaintiff averdi& for 16]. 16s. to the fatif- 
faction of the whole Court. 


— 





: 
ANECDOTES of the late Dr. FRANKLIN. 
ie difeourfing with a foreign Prince upon the advantage deri- 
vable from conquefts, the Doctor threw upon the ground an 
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ox’shide tanned and dried, and putting his foot upon the edge of 
it, by preffing down one part, he raifed up all the reft; then going 
all round it did the fame, after which, he placed himfelf in the 
middle, when they were all equally kept down. “ This,” faid 
he, * willferve to thew Kings that they ought not to amufe them- 
felves in conquering diftant countries, but refide in the centre of 
their dominions, by which means they would keep the furround- 
ing provinces from rifing, and ali their fubjects in equal fub- 


jection.’ ° 





SOME years ago the Doétur had a difpute with a French 
gentleman, more diftinguifhed for his birth than his genius. The 
Frenchman was fo offended at a fententious remark that fell from 
the philofopher, that he thought proper to fend him a challenge ; 
to which the Doétor returned the following laconic anfwer-- 
«“ Sir, we are not upon an equal footing ; a piftol ball would kill 
me, but can have no effect upon you ; for /ead will affimilate with 
your brain.” 





THE Doétor had a remarkably vigorous conftitution, which, 
cherifhed by the moft rigid temperance, might have continued 
him in life at leaft twenty or thirty years longer, had he not been, 
as it were, prematurely cut down, by an invincible attack of the 
ftone.--He found no inconveniency from any inclemency of the 
weather. He laughed atthe fears, which ufually befet us, upon 
the difcovery of damp fheets. When he, and the late Sir John 
Pringle, were travelling in Germany, where Princes and Priefts 
only rife above the level of the beafts, the theets of the bed, 
which, at acertain inn were allotted them, were found to be 
wringingly wet. Sir John profeffionally expreffed his dread of 
the danger of coming into contact with them, The Dottor 
went to bed in oppofition tohis remonftrances, Sir John, fome 
time after he had fallen afleep, watched over him as a hopelefs 
patient ; and after frequently liftening how he breathed, and feel- 
ing his pulfe, during the {pace of two hours, he appeared to him 
to be in fo founda bodily ftate, that he ventured to lie down beiide 
him, and afterwards wondered that neither of them fuffered any 
inconvenience from the wetnefs of the fheets, The Doctor 


afcribed their fafetyto temperance. 
Z2 WHEN 
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WHEN the Doétor firft heard of the French Revolution, 
it was in the company of feveral perfons who came to vifit him at 
Philadelphia, when he céuld no longer go abroad ; every one was 
wondering at the circumftance, and afking whether it was not 
very fingular. The Doctor having heard them for fome time, 
with his ufual patience,“ at laft replied--“« Why I fee nothing 
fingular in al] this, but, on the contrary, what might naturally be 
expected; the French have ferved an apprenticeship to Liberty in 
this country, and now that they are out of their time, they have 


fet up for themfelves.” 





On the ABOLITION of FRENCH TITLES. 
DOWN WITH THEM!. 
To’ .-the  P R I’ NTE R, 


SIR, 
Like this levelling principle vaftly--Egad! the French are 
beforehand with us ; no titles--no rank--no liveries--no 
arms on our coaches! Alli Gentlemen--or Mobility.--How pretty 
it would found in°eur country !--In-a debate -in the Houfe of 
Lords,--I beg pardon--the Houfe of Adonfieurs,--Ned Thurlow 
left the woolfack and faid+-and was ably anfWered by Davy 
Murray.--Upon which Frank Ofborne got ups and was in his turn 
replied to by Savoney Wedderburn,-- Vhen Charles Lennox arofe 
and defended what the mover -had faid, which called up Will 
Bentinck, Will Cavendifh, Ned Stanley, “Fach Montagu, and fome 
others ! 

And then,. Mr.: Printer, what a faving it would be in paper, 
pen and ink, when one writes letters. to thofe people ;--inftcad of, 
To His Grace, or The Right Honourable--to dire& to Majfler 
Charles Howard, St. ‘James's Square, or to Mr. Fobn Pitt, at the 
Admiralty.--It would be fo plain, and fo much like one’s felf, that 
Taffure you, 1am quite delighted with -the very idea of fending 
letters and talking to thefe (once) great folks as 1 would doto 
you or my brother, father, and friends. 

I don’t know, indeed, how far this Cromwellian fyftem may 
be carried, -but after what I have heard of the Princes of the 
Blood in -Frang¢é, I fhould not wonder to {ce letters come by the 
General--aye and the Penny-Poft, addrefled ,to, AZ. George 
Guelph, junior, No. 21, Pall-Mall--or to AZ. Frederick, at his 
houfe next to the Horfe Guards, 

There 
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There is nothing like your true reforming principle--and when 
all the nation come to be /evelled, or upon an equality, as is the 
eafenowin France, I think it would afford a fine queftion for the 
Debating Societies--“* Whether the gentlemen of the nation be- 
came moby or the mob became gentlemen !” 

Y our’s 


OLD NOLL. 





A Sketch of the Charafter of the late Right Hon, Francis 
Earj of Guildford. 


"y HIS moft amiable and venerable nobleman may be juftly 
faid to have lived a life in the fear and love of God. He 

was faithful to his King. He was a good huiband, a good father, 
and a good mafter. ‘The poor have to regret his lofs. His 
charity was unbounded, it was without oftentation. His houfe 
was the manfidn of hofpitality, the traveller did not folicit in vain. 
He.was not only liberal in the diftribution of alms, he was liberal 
infentiment, of unfhaken principle andintegrity. L1l-nature had 
no fhare in his character. When the poor labouring man failed 
inhis fervice, this godlike nobleman did not ceafe to relieve his 
cares; his doors were open to receive him, his purfe was not fhut 
againft the cries of diftrefs. He was ealy of accefs, his manner 
polite and affable, and would hear calmly the tale of all who had 
bufinefs with him with patient humanity... His advice and opinion 
was courted, it was fincere and friendly, and his judgment always 
inclined to humanity and peace. The tradefman, too, has to 
Jament his lofs ; he was for fhort accounts, and quick payinent 
was hispleafure. He was achearful companion, and would oftea 
fet the table in a roar, without hurting the feelingsof any. None 
felt happier inthe entertainment of his friends and neighbours, 
and his: endeavour to pleafe was truly pleafing.to all around him. 
He was fond .of his relations, and it was returned with Glial duty 
tohis Jatt moments. . He was a father to:his fervantsy who vied 
with each other to be foremoft in tendering their fervices. Every 
defcription here muft fall {hort, very dhort of the excellent qua- 
lities of his heart. One remarkable trait too in his, character 
was, that he never once was intoxicated, never drank a glafs of 


wine, or {wore.an oath, 
Great 
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Great Authorities refpetting the Law of Libels. 


RACTON, who wrote above 500 years before Mr. Juttice 

Blackftone, fays, “ The Jury are neceflarily the Judges in 

all cafes of life, limb, crime, and difherifon. The King cannot 

decide ; for then he fhould be both profecutor and Judge; neither 
can his Juftices, for they reprefent him.” 

Sir Matthew Hale, in his pleas of the Crown, fays, “ The 
traiterous or evil intent are the very gift of an indictment, and 
mutt be anfwered by the plea of Not Guilty ; and the Jury are to 
take notice of the defenfive matter, and give their verdict ac- 
cordingly. It would be (adds this great Lawyer), a moft un- 
happy cafe even for the Judge himfelf, if the defendant or pri- 
foner’s fate depended upon his direétions ; unhappy alfo for the 
prifoner; for if the Judge’s opinion muft rule, the Trial by Jury 
would be wufele/s,”” 

Mr. Juttice Holloway, in a cafe for a libel, where the publica- 
tion was proved, and the only queftion remaining was, “ Libel or 
no Libel,” fays, “ Ido not think it is a libel; but addreffing 
himfelf to the Jury, added, but, that is left to you Gentlemen,” -- 
Vide sth vol. of State Trials. 

Mr. Juftice Powell, inacafe for a libel about the fame time, 
fays, “ In my opinion, itis no libel; but turning tothe Jury-- 
but the matter of itis before you, for your decifion.”” 

So little was itin the opinion of any Lawyer in Court, that the 

" Jury were reftrained to the fact of publication, that the Judge ex- 
preisly direéted them to take the information, the libel, the plead- 
ings, and even the Statute Book out of Court, to guide the decifion 
mpon the law of the cafe. 

In a profecution againft Tutchin for a libel upon Government, 
tried before Lord Tultice Holt, that great Judge, inftead of telling 
the Jury that the queftion of Jibel was a matter of law, with which 
they had no concern, held a direct contrary language, faying, the 
feditious nature of the publication was the fole queftion for their 
determination. 

Lord Camden, when he inftituted the profecution againf 
Dr. Shebbeare for a libel, told the Jury folemnly to confider 
whether the charge in the information was true, namely, that the 
defendant had formed a wicked defign to alienate the hearts of the 
fubjeéts of this country from their Ring upon the thronc, and to 


bring in their verdi& according to that conviction, 
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From thefe authorities it is evident that Englifh Juries will be 
fupported by the greateft luminaries in the law, as well as juitice 
and common fenfe, in following the late fpirited example of the 
Irith. 





THE LOOKER-ON. 
NUMBER XXXVIIL 


*« Eye nature’s walks, fhoot folly as it flies, 
*« And catch the manners living as they rife.” P 
OPE. 


Dear Mr. Looker-on, 
OU cannot conceive how terribly mortified I am, and indeed, 
as you read on, you will think I have fufficient caufe for it 
too.--- You muft know I was laft week invited to a ball, (O the 
charming word!) given by the officers of a regiment quartered 
in the town in whichI refide, and was accordingly, with the 
greateft glee imaginable, making every neceflary preparation for 
this important period, and feafting my imagination with red coats, 
minuets, cotillons, &c. when anold maiden aunt of mine (the 
deuce take her!) who happenegto be in town, would go with me, 
and the evening being rather warm, infifted on my not dancing. 
The recollection almoft makes me ready to faint! You mutt 
fuppofe what a prohibition this was to a lively girl of feventeen.-- 
I with the old lady had beenin France. There were fo many 
{mart fellows too, and every thing fo charming; though indeed 
I had many dangling after me, and many importunities addrefled 
to the old Jady: For I affure you, Mr. Looker-on, f am by no 
means a contemptible figure, and have reigned a toaft for fome 
time, but that is nothing to the prefent purpofe. ‘The intention 
of my writing this to you, is to entertain your numerous readers, 
with afew of the moft remarkable characters at the ball ; for not 
dancing I had the more time for making remarks, and alfo to 
collect from others, who were in the fame predicament as myfelf, 
fome anecdotes refpecting any of the company wha.might more 
particularly attract my attention. 

A young lady remarkably pale, and with an air of fettled me- 
lancholy diffufed over her countenance, was the firft who excited 
my curiofity, and on my communicating a with of having it gra- 
tied to a lady who was feated near me, fhe very politely thus 
began : 
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began: * That (faid fhe) is the unfortunate and much to be pitied 
Maria., She was the daughter of a gentlertan of very contider- 
able piperty in London, who educated her in every refpect {uit- 
able to her prefent ftation and future expectations in life. About 
two years fince fhe was addrefled by Eugenius, a young gentle- 
man, with the moft amiable accomplifhments, every way calcu- 
Jated tu render the marriage itate happy, and of a good family, but 
whofe pecuniary fituation was not by Maria’s father thought equal 
to what his daughter might “expect. ~The canfequence was 
Eugenius was forbidden-the houfe. Bereft of the company of 
his beloved Maria, and having no hopes of ever being able to 
move her father, he took it fo much at heart, that the agitation of 
his mind threw him into a fever, which ended in his death. Puor 
Maria is now by the flow, yet certain gradations of a con- 
fumption following her lover ; and her father, whofe’ tenderrtefsfor 
her is very great, has brought her down into the country, to tryif 
the change of air and different fcenes will bring her back to 
health and chearfulnefs.---But alas (continued flie) it isnow too 
Kate, and he will foon find that his daughter’s love was too well 
fixed to enable her to live without the man, whom 2 fimilarity of 
fentiments, and the moft fincere affection, had taught her to make 
choice of.”’---My eyes now for fome time wandered over the gay 
fluttering croud before me, ’till at length they were fixed on the 
bold, the noify Maiculina: Were you nog told fo by her drefs, you 
would not fuppofe fhe was a woman: She has added to an addrefs 
naturally free and open a certain air of fierte; and fhe feems to 
conlider herfelf as of a different fex. Uncontroulable in her dif- 
pofition, and thoroughly wrapped up in the reétitude of her own 
opinion, fhe looks down on the foftnefs and delicacy fo naturally 
engaging in her own fx, with the moft fovereign contempt, and 
confiders it as the effect of a childifh education, or {pringing from 
aifectation. Sich is Mafculina, pitied by her own fex, and de- 
fpifed by thofe whom the takes fo great a pleafure in copying. 
The neglected though trifling Caquetifla next attracted my.at- 
tention ; ihe is, to my certain knowledge, at this time on the 
verge of 40, (though ihe will not own it) and of confequence has 
been an did maid thefe 10 years ; though had her conduct been 
guided by prudence, fhe might, long before this time, been well 
married. Coquctifla has had feveral lovers, but, by her trifling, 
and [think I may fay unjuft behaviour to them, fhe has loft all.--- 
A very agrecable young man, with a good fortune, paid his ad 
crciles to her for fome time, and fhe gave him every encourage- 
ment 
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ment he couldexpeét, until one day he called at her houfe, ard 
was talking to her on fome parts of her conduct which he dif- 
liked with a freedom which he thought their intimacy juftified 
him in, fhe faid, fhe did not know indeed what right he had to 
take fuch liberties of {peech with her; that fhe was the bet judge 
of her own behaviour, and fhould always act as fhe pleafed, and 
concluded with infifting on his never more fetting foot withinfide 
her doors. In nearly the fame manner has fhe driven away all 
her lovers ; to three who addreft her by letter, fhe returned no 
anfwer, but fhewed their letters to all her acquaintance, and made 
them the fubject of ridicule.---Coquetifla now defervingly bids 
fair to die an old maid. : 

A young man of avery genteel appearance, in every the moft 

minute article of his drefs, at this inftant entered the ball-room, 
whom I immediately recognized to be, the gay, the gallant Glof- 
fulus; he is confidered by the gentlemen, as the leader and direc- 
tor of fafhion, and no alteration whatever can be made in the 
fleeve, pocket-flap, or cut of a coat, without confultinghim. It 
conftitutes his principal ftudy, and is to him a matter of fo great 
importance that at leaft one fourth of his time is fpent with his 
frifeur, and taylor. Indeed Gloffulus’s ideas of men are drawn 
from their cloaths only, and to fay that fuch ‘an one is a great 
man, or always appears in the moft fafhionable apparel, are 
with him words of the fame meaning.---As to love, that in- 
deed is entirely out of the queftion with Gloflulus.---He has been 
(it is true) what he calls in love often, but Gloffulus chufes his 
miftrefs, as he would the colour of a cloth for a new coat, for no 
other reafon than being the mode, and whoever is the reigning 
toaft is certain to have with it a lover inthe all fafhionable Glof- 
fulus. Ofconfequence then his devoirs are feldom paid long to 
one perfon; indeed he may be faid to exchange daily. 

“ Obferve, (faid 2 young lady of my acquaintance running up 
to me) obferve, lovely in her perfon, amiable in her manners, and 
{weet in her difpofition, the all attractive Smilinda: Though in the 
firft bloom of youth, attended wherefoever fhe appears by ad- 
mirers, though hearing nothing but her own praifes from every 
mouth, and fecing her refiftlefs {way owned without a competitor, 
yet no pride is feen on her brow, nor has vanity (bane of youth} 
ipread its too powerful, its alluring influences over her ; never has 
affetation, with her difguiting train of diftorted attendants been 
able to faften upon her, but unaffected eafe is confpicugus in the 
whole of her carriage, and an unfeigned gaod nature always plays 
Vor. XVI. 396. 2A on 
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Ling is a fith that’s often feen to glide 
Along the briny tides and rolling ftreams : 
Thus STARLING I’ve defin’d, a bird whofe ftrains 


Are heard when gentle {pring or fummer reigns. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from Sciolus, of Brif- 


tol; Juventus, of Lifkeard; R. Tucker, of Broad Winfor; 


T. Coumbs, of St. Germans; J. H.of Lyme; G. H. Wel- 
lington ; T. Hannaford junior, and T. Giles, of Totnes; John 
Collins, of Uffculm; D. Robarts, of St, Columb; and Jofias 
Whiteway, of Dartmouth. 





Anfwer, by Fidelio, of Bath, to Phacian’s Enigma, inferted May 17, 
OW tranfient is the life of man! 


Juft like a tale, a dream, a fpan ; 
Or like a. FLOWER that blooms to day, 
To-morrow withers---dies away : 

O! let us then, whilft in our power, 
Prepare for that all-certain hour, 
When we from this vain world mutt go 
To endlefs blifs or endlets woe. 


t*t We have received the like aifwer from J. Collins, of 
Uficulm ; and R, Tucker, of Broad Winfor: 





Anfwer, by D, Robarts, of St, Columb, to Fuventus’s Charade, in 
Jerted May 24. , 


Wi dark antiquities comprefs’d around, 
The townof WARWICK furely may be found. 


§{§ We have received the like anfwer from Fidelio, Bath ; 
a proper pudler of Stagfhead; J.H. Lyme; and J, Whiteway, of 
Dartington, 





A QUESTION, by William Upjohn, of Shaftefbury. 


GIVEN x+7—y=55 
.x+y—18=60 
To find x and y. 
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4 CHARADE, by Fuba. 
I yonder woods where lively fongtters fing 


Their fongs of love, which make the vallies ring, 
My firft majeftic rears its lofty head, 
And far around doth waving branches fpread ; 
When Pomona prefents her choiceft ftore 
My fecond, Gents, you'll eafily explore : 
Now into view apparent comes my whole, 
Which oft you'll find array’d in fhining gold, 





4 REBUS, by Fuventus, of Lifkeard, 


Grecian hero fam’d in days of yore, 
Of whofe great valour prodigies are told ; 

A town where Pluto, as old fables fay, 

Whirl’d in his car fweet Proferpine away ; 

A monarch at fam’d Illium’s fiege explain, 

Who by Ulyffes was untimely flain.; 

‘A judge of Ifrael who, with mighty hand, 

Conquer’d Philiftia and her warlike band ; 

A lufcious fruit of which I ama lover ; 

A Britifh Admiral you muft next difcover ; 

A rev’rend prophet reprefent to view ; 

And laft a monarch whom Alcides flew. 
Seleé the initials, join them true and right, 
Anda philofopher you’ll bring to fight, 

Who fcann’d thofe regions with a piercing eye, 
Where planets flame and gild the etherial fky. 


HORII OOOO ORO 


*,* Brier having already given Sam, Sherret a Rewland for bis 
Oliver, we think it unneceffary to infert any other Piece upon the 
Subjeét, Ag as the Lines from Afhburton are nearly to the Jame 

. . 


Effect, though fpun out into a greater Number of Lines. 


t§t We foould be glad to oblige Liquidator ; but his Pieces are 
inaccurate, and he is by no Means a fit Antagonift for Peter Pindar. 

tit The Lines on Content will be inferted the firf? Opportunity. 

tl] Our Correfpondents are requefted to obferve that. it is ex- 
petted they fhould pay the Poftage of their Letters, and that otherwife 
they will not fee what they fend inferted, 


POETRY. 























P.O-B: TR -¥, 


Lines for the Birth-Day of the Right Honourable Lord 
Vifcount Courtenay. 


ARK! Hark! on wings of zephyrs borne, 
Glad fhouts falute the rofy morn, 
And peals of triumph rife ; 
(As diftant thunders faintly growl) 
Onward th’ increafing clamours roll, 
And thicken in the fkies ! 


But hark again! In fprightly notes 
Thro’ air enliv’ning mufic floats, 
Andin wild undulations bounds ; 
Borne by the willing breeze along, 
The diftant vallies catch the fong, 
And echo from her grot repeats the foften’d founds, , 


‘ 


The lift’ning fwains attentive ftand, 
The ufelefs crook drops from each hand, 
And unknown raptures feize the ruftic throng 5 
In filent wonder while around they gaze, 
Their fafcinated flocks forget to graze ; 
Such heav’nly mufic’s charms, and fuch the pow’r of fong! 


From Powd’rham’s tow’rs, whofe awful brow 

Frowns o’er the waves that roll below, 
Diffufive gladnefs wakes the flumb’ring air ; 

This happy day devote to mirth, 

That bleft the world with Courtenay’s birth, 
Thefe fwelling notes of gen’ral joy declare ! 


Illuftrious youth ! whofe lineage fprings 
From a long race of ancient kings ; 
Courtenay ! to thee the mufe devotes her lays ! 


A mule, 











Hi 








A mufe, whofe faithful heart difdains 
With flatt’ry to pollute her ftrains, 


Or proftitute the facred palm of praife. 


Now in the prime of manly years, 
Before your fight the world appears, 
The theatre of human fame: 
High rais’d, in an exalted fphere, 
You enter on the grand career, 
With ev’ry bleffing mancan claim! 


While thoufands fix on you their eyes, 
As you purfue the dazzling prize 
Of honour and renown; 
Oh ! emulate your noble race, 
Be fteady in the arduous chace, 
And win the glorious crown ! 


Oh! be it your’s, tho’ rais’d on high 
You know not want or mifery, 
To caft a pitying eye below : 
The column’s top tho’ funfhine grace, 
Affliction groans beneath its bafe, 
Difeafe, and life-confuming woe ! 


Your’s let it be cold griefs to calm, 
In forrow’s wounds to pour the balin, 
And heal the anguifh’d mind! 
Be the Almighty’s delegate, 
Repair the injuries of fate, 
Relieve, and blefs mankind ! 


Thus prove in private life your worth ! 
And when your country calls you forth 
Her liberties to fave ; 
Befirm! Be refolutely jutt ! 
Preferve th’ hereditary truft 
Your fainted fathers gave ! 


When faction threats thetott’ring throne, 


Be bold! nor tremble, tho’ alone, 
Your fov’reign to defend ; 
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Thus erft your godlike fires have done ; 
And thus be their illuftrious fon 
His king’s and country’s friend ! 


So when, on time fwift pinions borne, 

Each year brings back this' happy morn, 
That faw your life begun; 

Increafing joys your breaft fhall know, 

Your honours with your years fhall grow, 
And ripen with each fun ! 


And when (a well-fpent life o’er paft) 
Your day in fplendours fets at laft ; 

The mufe thall giveto fame 
Your worth, in never-dying lays ; 
And late pofterity fhall praife 

Great Courtenay’s honour’d name | 

L. H. J. HALLORAN, 
Alphington Academy, Fuly 29, 1790. 





Lines written extempore on the Sands near Penzance, in 
Cornwall. 


HOU fandy plain, upon whofe faithlefs breaft 
Ileave fair Lydia’s* facred name imprefs’d ; 
Sweep but the breeze, or fall the fainteft fhower, 
We find thee printlefs in a thort-tiv’d hour. 
But tears, and fighs, and time in vain eflay, 
To bear her image from my foul away. 


* Mifs L A . 








Epigram, on the Deputy-Bailiff of Weftminflér being 
knocked down on the Huftings in Covent-Garden, at the 
late Eleétion, by an Hibernian Bludgeoneer. 


“ PEACE! vote away!” the Bailiff cries, 
“ Who do you poll for?” “ Who?” 
Patt, with a bludgeon-{troke, replies, 
“ My thoul---{ poll for you.” 


NAT. NAPPER. 
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